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1. Introduction 
 

Warren Barn is a converted linhay and threshing 
barn located in the grounds of Cockington 
Country Park close to Torquay. The centre and 
park is managed by Torbay Coast and 
Countryside Trust, a charity which looks after 
1800 acres of land across Torbay in South 
Devon.  
 
The barn lies in a secluded wooded valley, close 
to Cockington Village, surrounded by 450 acres 
of country park, which makes it the ideal base for 
coastal and countryside residential visits. 
 

 

Thanks to a Lottery grant the barn has been 
converted into a residential centre for school and 
community groups during early 2007. As a 
Camping Barn it includes a large communal 
kitchen and dining area downstairs, modern 
toilets and showers and separate male and 
female dormitory accommodation upstairs. 
 
 

 

The Barn sleeps up to 36 in 2 dorms and has 
two staff bedrooms, one of which is downstairs 
and doubles as a disabled bedroom with an 
attached toilet/shower. The ground floor is 
wheelchair friendly but the upstairs is not fully 
accessible due to the nature of the building. 

 

Cockington is a traditional 450 acre country 
estate, complete with manor house, church, 
formal gardens, village, water-wheel, woodlands, 
orchards, meadows and pasture. It is famous for 
its well kept thatched cottages and pleasant 
environment right on the edge of Torquay and 
only minutes from the sea-front. It's a landscape 
full of surprises and views over Torbay, with 
wildlife and history to match.  
 

 



The centre has a fully equipped kitchen and 
provisions can be bought from the Trust’s nearby 
Farm Shop at Occombe Farm. In addition we 
can supply pre-cooked meals from the farm for 
groups staying at the Barn 

 

. 

 

 

We also offer a programme of activities during 
your stay. The Barn's location makes it an ideal 
base for orienteering, navigation exercises, night 
walks, team-building challenges, mountain biking 
as well as environmental education activities. 
You can book a package of these activities with 
us all led by our experienced Rangers. 

 

 

In addition the Trust can offer led visits and 
organised activities at our other sites across 
Torbay including The Seashore Centre in 
Paignton, Berry Head National Nature Reserve 
in Brixham and Occombe Organic Farm which is 
within walking distance of the barn. 

 

 

We offer three packages of activities which can 
be tailored to what groups want. This can include 
a Geopark themed week with visits to sites such 
as Berry Head and Kent’s Cavern.  

 



2. Location of the Barn 

The Barn lies close to Cockington Village near to Torquay. The Gamekeeper’s Cottage is used for 
educational activities by the Trust and is a 5 minute walk from the Barn. The Headquarters of the Trust 
are at Cockington Court which is also home to craft workshops, a café, play area and walled gardens. 

 
 
Warren Barn is located close to Cockington Village on a lane which is unsuitable for coaches. 
There is parking at the Barn for up to 6 cars. 
 
If members of your group are being dropped off in separate vehicles it is better to drop off in 
the car park marked P on the map to avoid congestion in the narrow lane by the Barn. 
 
Minibuses can drive to the Barn but not coaches. 
 
Coaches are not allowed through Cockington Village and must drop off in Herbert Road 
marked H on the map. Contact us to make arrangements if you are coming by coach. 
 
The simplest route to the Barn is to drive from the seafront A into the village and then turn 
left. Alternatively you can drive from Occombe Farm down old Totnes Road. 

P 

Cockington Village 

H 

A 



3. What the centre offers: 

·  Accommodation for 36 students in two dormitories (roughly 18 in each) on sleeping platforms with 
mattresses provided 

·  2 staff bedrooms (one of which doubles as disabled bedroom) the downstairs room can sleep 2 (1 
bunkbed) and upstairs room up to 4 (2 bunkbeds). 

·  disabled bedroom with toilet/shower on the ground floor 
·  hire of sleeping bags 
·  open kitchen/dining area with cooker, catering size oven, fridge-freezer and self-catering facilities, 

heated by a log burner 
·  provisions or catered meals from nearby Occombe Organic Farm 
·  storage and drying area 
·  walled courtyard with barbecue facilities and clay pizza oven 
·  access to Gamekeeper’s Cottage 
·  parking area 
·  first aid kits 
·  programme of led activities at different locations around Torbay 
·  choice of self led activities 
·  adventurous activities booked through our partner Essential Adventure 
·  access to other attractions around Torbay 



4. Layout of the Barn 
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5. Accommodation and Activity Packages 
 
We offer packages for groups running from Monday to Friday (4 nights). Within this we offer 3 basic 
packages each of which can be tailored to your needs. 
 
The Trust education rangers have been running environmental education activities for a number of 
years with thousands of students at our various sites. All our activities are fully risk assessed and 
conform to the guidance set out by Torbay and Devon LEAs. Most activities are half a day and last 2 
to 3 hours. Many activities can be linked to the national curriculum if required. 
 
Possible Ranger led activities: 
 
1. Team challenges 

Build a rope bridge, cross the bog, shelter building, blindfold trail and other challenges testing 
team work and initiative. 

2. Wildlife Night Walk  (1 per week) 
Become nature detectives, building up your night vision and walk a discovery trail around the 
fields, woodland and lakes of Cockington looking and listening for bats and other creatures of the 
night. 

3. Orienteering 
Using the permanent courses set up within the Country Park suitable for beginners and those 
who have orienteered before. 

4. Bushcraft activities 
Fire-making, camp fire craft, shelter building, wild food identification utilising the woods 
surrounding the Barn and tailored to the age and size of the group. 

5. Pond/stream dipping 
Hunt for freshwater mini-beasts in the stream and pond in the water meadows near to 
Cockington Village. 

6. Woodland mini-beast hunt 
Explore the woodland habitat surrounding the Barn, follow a tree trail, identify mini-beasts, plants 
and fungi depending on the season. 

7. Creative art and craft activities 
We can offer a range of activities depending on the age of the group. Most utilise natural 
materials that the group can collect locally. In addition a visit to Cockington Court which is an arts 
and crafts centre can be arranged. 

8. Geography/History of Cockington activities 
Cockington village and the wider estate can form the basis for a variety of investigative work 
looking at history, tourism, recreation, farming, wildlife conservation and conservation of the 
landscape. 

9. Rockpooling/Seashore Safari 
Walk to Corbyn Head beach 15 minutes from the Barn and explore the rocky shore for the weird 
and wonderful plants and creatures that live there. 

10. Pizzas using the clay oven at the Barn 
Group make and bake pizzas using the traditional clay oven in the courtyard of the Barn. This 
can be a self led or Ranger led activity. 

11. Occombe Farm  (15 minute walk from the Barn) A visit to Occombe can be half a day or all day. 
At the farm we offer a range of activities depending on the time of year: 

·  Baking in our new straw bale education centre 
·  Visit the farmyard and feed the animals 
·  Walk the nature trail walk and visit the bird hide 
·  Geography activities – mapping the farm 
·  Mini-beast hunts 
·  Seasonal flower/tree trails 
·  Food miles investigation in the farm shop 
·  Investigating organic farming versus conventional farming 

 



12. Berry Head National Nature Reserve  forms a limestone headland at Brixham and is our most 
important wildlife site. It is also home to Napoleonic Forts and an impressive seabird breeding 
colony on the cliffs. 

13. The Seashore Centre  is situated at Goodrington Sands in Paignton. It is an extremely popular 
destination for group visits involving a range of activities in the centre and on the seashore 
including: 

·  Rockpool rambles 
·  Sandy shore rambles 
·  Beach art 
·  Geography studies 
·  Geological mystery tours 

 
More details of these activities are available on the Trust website. 
 
Options for the self led day 
Package A and B allow for a free day which groups can chose for themselves how to occupy. Here 
are some options: 
 
1. Coastal or inland walk 

There are a number of potential Coastal or inland walks possible either starting from the barn or 
walking back to it. The barn lies on the Musgrave Trail which runs for 35 miles from 
Maidencombe to Cockington to Totnes to Dittisham on the Dart ending in Brixham. There are 
various sections or loops that can be done. E.g. a group could walk from the barn to Totnes via 
Berry Pomeroy Castle and get a public bus back or a hired coach. A walk of about 6 miles. 
Similarly a group could walk from the barn onto the coastal footpath heading towards Torquay or 
Paignton. Walks could be combined with navigation activities such as planning a route etc. 

2. Visit to an attraction (these costs are subject to change ) 
 Paignton Zoo  

£5.90 per head under 16, £10.50 including coach cost. www.paigntonzoo.org.uk 
 Living Coasts 

Torbay’s coastal zoo, full of seals, penguins and other seabirds. www.livingcoasts.org.uk 
£4.50 per head, walkable from Warren Barn. Can be combined with a boat trip from the harbour. 

 Kents Cavern 
One of Britain’s most important archaeological sites. Learn about cave people 
and animals, pass through galleries of stalagmites and stalactites - a time capsule spanning 
500,000 years. www.kents-cavern.co.uk 
£4 per head, £8.50 including coach cost. 

 Torquay Natural History Museum  
Houses a unique collection of artefacts from early man to Victorian children’s games, as well as 
plants and animals from Devon.  £2 per head www.torquaymuseum.org 

 Boat Trip 
Pleasure cruise viewing Torbay’s natural coastline, rocks and geological heritage linked to 
Geopark status.  £4 per head 
This can be combined with a visit to Kents Cavern for a combined price of £8 or £12.50 including 
coach costs. 

 It is possible to walk from Kent’s Cavern down to the Museum and then from the Museum to the 
Harbour side where boat trips run from and where Living Coasts is located. 

3. Adventurous Activities 
The Trust is partnered with Essential Adventure a provider of adventurous activities including: 
·  Kayaking 
·  Canoeing 
·  Co-steering 
·  Overnight camps 
·  Climbing 
·  Caving 
A full weeks worth of activities can be booked or just individual days. 
www.essential-adventure.co.uk 
 



Package A Cockington Explorer Week  
This package includes 4 nights accommodation and 6 activity sessions all within walking distance of 
the Barn. The 6 sessions are spread over 3 days with one evening session on the first night, leaving 1 
free day for other activities. We are able to tailor activities within certain restraints such as weather, 
time of year, tide times staffing availability. A typical timetable would be: 
 
  Morning Afternoon Evening 

Monday ARRIVAL 1.Team challenges 
2.Night 

Walk/campfire 

Tuesday 3. Orienteering 
4.Rockpooling at 

Corbyn Head 

Barbecue or 
Pizzas in clay 

oven 
Wednesday Self led/other provider activities/visit other attractions 

Thursday 
5.Occombe 

Farm 
6. Occombe Farm  

Friday 
Pack, clean, 

tidy DEPARTURE   

 
 
Package B Torbay Explorer Week  
As well as activities within Cockington Country Park and at Occombe Organic Farm this Package 
allows groups to visit other sites managed by the Trust and experience more of what Torbay has to 
offer.  This package includes 4 nights accommodation and 6 activity sessions at various Trust sites 
around Torbay. Groups must either have their own transport or coach hire costs can be included in the 
charges. A typical timetable would be: 
 
  Morning Afternoon Evening 

Monday ARRIVAL 1.Team challenges 
2.Night 

Walk/campfire 

Tuesday 

3. Rockpooling 
and visit 

Seashore 
Centre 

4. Orienteering 
Barbecue or 

Pizzas in clay 
oven 

Wednesday Self led/other provider activities/visit other attractions 

Thursday 5. Berry Head 6. Occombe Farm  

Friday 
Pack, clean, 

tidy DEPARTURE  

 
 
Package C Geopark Explorer Week  
Torbay now has European Geopark status. The Seashore Centre, Berry Head and Kent’s Cavern are 
all Gateway sites for the Geopark and allow visiting groups to explore and discover different aspects of 
the Bay’s environment and geological heritage.  This package builds a week’s activities around this 
theme.  www.englishrivierageopark.org.uk.  A possible itinerary would be: 
 
  Morning Afternoon Evening 

Monday ARRIVAL 1.Team challenges 
2.Night 

Walk/campfire 

Tuesday 

3. Rockpooling 
and visit 

Seashore 
Centre 

4. Coastal footpath 
walk 

Barbecue or 
Pizzas in clay 

oven 

Wednesday Visit to Kent’s Cavern and Geopark Boat Trip 

Thursday 5.Berry Head 6. St Mary’s Bay  

Friday 
Pack, clean, 

tidy 
DEPARTURE  

 



6. Charges 
 
The normal pattern of booking is Monday (12 noon) to Friday morning (11am) or Friday evening to 
Sunday evening. This can sometimes be varied depending on the preceding and following bookings. 
Private bookings can be taken on a short notice basis as schools tend to book in advance. 
 
(The following charges are subject to VAT as extra  which you may be able to claim back) 
 

Core Packages Without Transport With Transport 
provided 

Cockington Explorer Package A 
4 nights accommodation 
6 activity sessions 

From £56 N/A 

Torbay Explorer Package B 
4 nights accommodation 
6 activity sessions 

From £56 £67* 

Geopark Explorer Package C 
4 nights accommodation 
6 activity sessions 
Visit to Kent’s Cavern 
Geopark Boat Trip or Museum 

From £66 £79.50* 

Assumed group size 25 people 

Sleeping bag and liner hire £2.50 each per hire 

Additional Ranger led activity sessions £4 per head, minimum charge £60 per 
session, subject to staffing availability 

Extra activities or trips Various costs see section 5. 

* the cost of coach transport depends upon group size 
 

Accommodation Only Torbay groups Non-Torbay groups 

Charge per person per  night for schools and 
charitable groups 

£7 £8 

Charge per person for private groups £9 

Minimum charge £140 per night 

Sleeping bag and liner hire £2.50 each per week 

Activity Session (2 hours) £4 per person, minimum charge £60 

 
 

Deposit 25% 

Cancellation charges  
Up to 6 weeks before occupation Loss of deposit 
Within 6 weeks of occupation 90% 
 



7. Catering Options 
 
 
As a farming and conservation organisation we are keen to integrate sustainably sourced food within 
visits to the Barn. 
·  The centre has a well equipped kitchen enabling groups to self cater. 
·  We are able to provide provisions from our Farm Shop nearby at Occombe Farm. Please fill in an 

order form detailing your needs and let the shop know the day before. 
·  In addition we can offer pre-cooked group meals prepared by the Chef at Occombe Farm. Eg pizzas, 

lasagne, stews, pasties etc 
·  Other options include fish and chips, a barbecue in the courtyard and baking pizzas in the clay oven 
(additional cost if ranger led) 
 
Pre-cooked meals Options 
Freshly prepared, using ingredients from our Farm Shop and Bakery 
 

Prices per portion 
child 
under 

11 

adult 
over 11 

Main Courses £2.50 £3.95 
Pasties 2.00 2.00 
Extra Side Dishes     
Coleslaw 0.30 0.50 

Green Salad - with dressing 0.40 0.80 

Pasta Salad 0.40 0.75 

Cous-Cous 0.40 0.60 
Extra Bakery     
Bread & Butter 0.35 0.50 
Rolls - Baps for Burgers 0.25 0.25 
Rolls for Sausage 'Hot Dogs' 0.25 0.25 
Freezer Store @ Warren Barn for BBQs £/pack 
Pork Sausages - packs of 6   3.00 
Steak Burgers - packs of 6   3.90 
Packed Lunches    
Ham/cheese roll, crisps 4.70  4.70 
snack bar, juice, fruit     

 
 
Because most ingredients are fresh & local, we reserve the right to adjust dishes subject to 
seasonality and availability. 
 
Prices current at time of printing, but may be subject to change. Check when you book. 
 



8. How to book: 
 
1. Check availability of your chosen dates by telephone 01803 696258. 
2. Complete and return a Provisional Booking Form  which can be downloaded. 
3. Complete a Booking Confirmation Form  and pay your deposit . The booking remains 
provisional until secured by receipt of a deposit. VAT is chargeable. 
 
 
Pay: Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust 
 
Address: 
Cockington Court 
Cockington 
Torquay 
Devon 
TQ2 6XA 
01803 606035 
 
Contact: 
Julian Carnell 
Education Manager 
01803 696258 
julian@countryside-trust.org.uk 
 
9. Things to bring with you: 
 
·  food and drink that you don’t want us to provide 
·  packed lunch containers 
·  large bin bags 
·  First Aid Kit for off-site activities 
·  Simple games equipment e.g. bats/balls 
·  Leader’s mobile phone 
·  Sleeping bags if we are not supplying 
·  Walking shoes/wellies 
·  Hat 
·  Small day rucksack 
·  Contact details and medical forms of children 
·  Torch 
·  towel 
 
10. On arrival: 
 
On arrival your group will be given an introduction to the centre and advised on what action to 
take in the event of the fire alarm sounding. 
 
We will review your programme with you and confirm any arrangements for your stay 
including timings and responsibilities. 
 
Group leaders will be asked for the Group Safety Form and shown around the centre to 
familiarise him/her with the building and routine. 
 
11. Day to day running of the centre: 
 
Group leaders are responsible for the running of the centre during their group’s stay. Note the 
following guidelines: 
·  A fire drill must be undertaken. One leader should take responsibility for evacuation and roll 

calls 
·  The centre should be left clean and tidy at the end of any visit. 



·  Empty bins when full 
·  Use recycling bins provided and rinse out plastic bottles and cans 
·  Clean and tidy the kitchen and dining area after each meal 
·  Secure the building before leaving. 
·  No smoking within the building. 
·  Respect the peaceful nature of the park. 
 
Before leaving: 
A member of TCCT staff will check the centre with the group leader who will be asked to 
complete a Visitor Departure Form and questionnaire to include comments and suggestions. 
Charges will be levied for unreasonable damage or cleaning being needed. 
 
Ensure that any accident suffered by any member of the group has been recorded in the 
centre’s Accident Book and he relevant forms completed where necessary. A copy must be 
retained at the centre. 
 
·  Put all rubbish in bin bags into outside bin 
·  Fold up sleeping bags if used and separate liners and put in laundry basket 
·  Vacuum and sweep all areas 
·  Clean washbasins and toilets 
·  Leave cooker and kitchen surfaces clean 
·  Leave cutlery and crockery clean and dry 
·  Wash mud off borrowed centre waterproofs and wellies 
 
Groups may store their bags in the centre during their last day’s activity. 
 
12. Health and Safety: 
 
Visiting groups must conform to the recommended guidance covering residential trips and off-
site activities. 
e.g. Outdoor Education, Visits and Off-Site Activities (May 1999, Revised 2003) - available @ 
£12.00 from Devon Curriculum Services, Great Moor House, Bittern Road, Sowton, Exeter 
EX2 7NL Tel: 01392 383839 
All activities run by Trust staff are fully risk assessed and follow the guidance in the above 
document and its Torbay equivalent http://www.torbay.gov.uk/outdoor-educational-visits.pdf 
 
For Residential Visits this document states: 
RESIDENTIAL VISITS 
Mixed parties engaged in journeys involving an overnight stay should be accompanied by 
at least one adult of each sex. In this case the responsible adult may be a parent or student 
over the age of 18, acceptable to the party leader and screened where appropriate. 
For primary aged pupils it may be acceptable for female teachers only to accompany 
mixed parties provided the Head, parents and staff involved are satisfied that it is an 
appropriate arrangement. 
Greater flexibility regarding staffing of smaller mixed groups may be exercised where all 
group members are over 16 years of age. In these circumstances the arrangement should 
be agreed by the head and by parents. 
 
However if groups wish to book activities run by Tr ust Rangers the appropriate ratio is 
1 to 15 and 1 to 6 for under 8s. 
 
All groups should bring at least one qualified Firs t Aider. 
 
Please follow the guidance in the Barn User Manual.  
 
13. Insurance 
 
 



Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust has Employer Liability and Public Liability Insurance. 
Groups using the Barn should make their own insurance arrangements adequate to their 
needs.



14. Warren Barn Terms and Conditions of Occupancy 
 
Warren Barn is a Camping Barn located within Cockington Country Park, Torquay, Devon. 
The Park is located close to residential areas between Torquay and Paignton and is open to 
the public all year round from dawn to dusk. There is no charge to enter the Park except for 
occasional special events. The Park is managed by Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust, a 
local conservation charity, under lease from Torbay Council. This area covers about 450 
acres and includes: farmland, woodland, formal parkland, a Manor House and outbuildings. 
 
The Barn is a recently converted “Outfarm” dating from the 18th century and is protected as a 
listed building.  The building and its environment should be treated as such; no additional 
accommodation is to be provided by the erection of tents or any other temporary facilities 
 
When utilising the Barn the following guidelines should be followed: 
 
Access  
Access to the Barn in any direction is via a narrow lane; in order to reduce traffic through the 
village it is recommended that the Barn should be approached from the Occombe Farm end 
when at all possible.  It should be noted that passenger carrying vehicles in excess of 16 
seats are not allowed in the village. Minibuses are the best vehicles to use. 
 
Parking  
There are a limited number of parking facilities; in order to maximise their use please ensure 
that residents and visitors park in a manner that will ensure maximum parking, please do not 
park on the road as it is narrow and in constant use.  Visitors should be encouraged where 
possible to use the recognised parking facilities in the village. 
 
Speed limits 
The village is a local tourist attraction, and as such there are always a significant number of 
pedestrians.  When driving through the village please use the utmost care to avoid an 
accident. There is a 30mph speed limit. 
 
Induction 
Groups will be inducted by a member of TCCT staff on arrival. A Group Leader must sign the 
Induction Form that the group understand the operational procedures, fire drill and terms of 
the occupancy. 
 
Health and Safety and First Aid 
During their stay health and safety and first aid is the responsibility of the Group Leader(s).  
TCCT staff will provide detailed instructions on the approved locations and procedures for 
various outdoor activities in the area.  Where evening activities take place the groups will be 
accompanied by a member of the TCCT staff. When undertaking activities led directly by 
TCCT staff a risk assessment will be agreed with the Group Leader. Any incidents should be 
recorded in the Barn Accident Book. 
 
Supervision 
Ratios of adults to pupils are set by the Local Education Authority and can be found at: 
http://www.torbay.gov.uk/outdoor-educational-visits.pdf.  Adult / pupil ratios must be agreed 
with the Trust when booking the visit and the Trust appraised of any unusual circumstances 
requiring higher than normal adult / pupil ratios. 
 
Fire 
No smoking is permitted within the Barn and we ask groups not to smoke, or start fires of any 
sort, in the woodland or surrounding areas.  
 
A fire drill should be held on the day or evening of arrival. The party leader should be 
confident that all emergency exits can be used as such. A responsible person should have 
responsibility for each dormitory group.   
 
Noise 



Although the Barn is in a rural setting it is close to residential areas including Cockington 
Village and others. Groups must be considerate to our neighbours and not make excessive 
noise or cause any nuisance of any kind either during the day or at night. Children must be 
supervised at all times.  External amplified music is not permitted. 
 
General 
The Barn is intended to encourage a positive approach to the countryside and rural 
environment.   
 
Night activities are restricted to those organised and led by TCCT staff and are not permitted 
between 2400 and 0600. 
 
There is a buffer zone for all dusk to dawn activities to minimise any possible disturbance and 
this is indicated on the attached map. 
 
The Group Leader will agree and sign an inventory when inducted and check this with a 
member of TCCT staff on departure. 
 
The Group must leave the Barn as they found it. Any problems, breakages or issues must be 
reported to TCCT staff. 
 
Social Visits to the Village 
In the event of unaccompanied visits to the village group leaders are expected to remind 
students/visitors that the village is by its very nature a quiet environment and conduct 
themselves accordingly.  
 
Local businesses within Cockington Village or at Cockington Court welcome group visits but 
request that if possible larger groups inform them ahead of their visit. 
 
In an emergency contact the emergency services and the TCCT.  In the case of a pressing 
problem which is not an emergency ring the TCCT contact number(s) or report it to TCCT 
staff when appropriate. 
 
There is no camping allowed outside the Barn. 
 
Rubbish and Waste 
Please ensure that no rubbish is left within the Park or surrounding area and that on leaving 
all of the waste is placed in the appropriate container.  The toilets and waste water system are 
environmentally friendly therefore it is essential that you follow the instructions provided in 
relation to the use of chemicals 
 
 
Signature: 
 
 
Print Name: 
 
 
Group/Organisation: 
 
 
Date: 
 


